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Notes on Subareas and Comments
Based on comments received from the public, the West Approach Bridge area has been analyzed in terms of subareas in order to best represent public participant thematic and specific concerns 
based upon place. These subareas do not represent neighborhood boundaries, nor are they intended to suggest a physical division of space. 

The comments included in this document are some of the suggestions provided by the public. For a complete summary of public comments frmo the October 1, 2011 public session, please see the 
SR 520 Seattle Community Design Process Public Comments compilation.
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What we heard at West Approach Bridge

• Concern for structure of West 
Approach Bridge and visual 
impact/aesthetics - width, height, 
columns of bridge.

• Desire for transit and bike/ped use 
across bridge, including a inquiries 
about light rail transit (LRT).

• Anxiety expressed about: 
 - connections on and off [to and 

from] the bridge
 - impacts of traffic (increased, 

decreased, noise, cut-throughs) on 
neighborhoods

 - ease of access (for neighbors, 
adjacent areas). 

closed path
movement restricted-no outlets

open path
movement unrestricted-outlets

barrier
physical or visual obstacles

threshold
physical or visual entry or exit

place
community identity or ownership

no place
no established community identity 
or ownership

subarea boundary

Key to Analysis
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West Approach Bridge Area

View looking south from Union Bay

Foster Island

To Montlake Cut
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West Approach Bridge looking south at Foster IslandA Western landing of West Approach Bridge at Montlake LidB
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Preferred Alternative West Approach Bridge Footprint
Existing West Approach Bridge 
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Drilled Shaft
- 9’ Diameter

Typical Pier

Typical
Expansion
Joint Pier
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Column
-6’ Diameter

150’

Cap Beam

Cap Beam at 
Expansion Joint

Architectural Element

Architectural Element

Girders

Belvedere

4’ Height Traffic Barrier*
*Includes Noise Absorptive Material

Roadway Components
- Stormwater piping
- Lighting
- Integrated traffic systems
- Striping
- Railing

Roadway Deck*
*Includes Quieter Pavement
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Views and Noise

Bridge Profile

HCTIncidental Gaps

Potential
Future
LRT

Westbound
520

Proposed Profile/Pier LayoutExisting Profile/Pier Layout

Eastbound
520

Eastbound
520

Westbound
520

Partial Interior & 
Exterior Expansion
for Potential Future
Light Rail

Passenger Cone of View

4.5’ Diameter
Column 6’ Diameter Column

4’ Noise Absorptive Traffic Barrier

150’
100’

Noise Waves (Diagrammatic)
Regional Shared

Use Path

Constant Slope Towards Montlake (.7%)

No Slope

9’ Diameter Drilled Shaft



November 2011
DRAFT

West Approach Bridge Context and Connections
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Looking East
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Lake Washington
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Looking East
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Lake Washington Lake Washington
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Area

Existing
West Approach Bridge

Lake Washington
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Future HCT
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